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1 Talk about your favourite beaches or seaside places. 
What is it you like about them? 

When do you next plan to go there?

Favourite sea side location

no more than 5 mins

2

sidetracks
if you finish the study and have time, you might consider the following

MIRACLE OR NOT?
there are lots of ideas that seek to explain away this story...including that 
it is all fiction, that they did not cross the sea but a shallow lake, etc.
however, if this story is fiction, how can we believe anything in the bible?

if it was a shallow lake, how can you explain v22?

is the Bible a book of Truth, which is reliable and solid - or just a book of 
stories with good moral messages?

Location
we do not know where, or do we? since the 19th century the idea has been 
accepted that this was a crossing of some lakes in north egypt. but the first 
few verses of the chapter are quite clear: near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and 
the sea. They are to camp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon
There are two locations suggested for this by modern day biblio-archaelogists.

The first is the southernmost tip of land where the two arms of the Red Sea meet.

PI HAHIROTH means "mouth of 
water". The present day 
geographic "mouth like looking" isthmus of "Pi-hahiroth is at the intersection between 
the two Gulfs, just south of the Straits of Tiran.
Pi-Hahiroth was the mouth of water which faces Mt. Tiran which is Baal-Zephon.
Baal-zephon is located at Mt. Tiran, which is 1640feet high. Mt. Tiran is located on 

Tiran Island, Saudi Arabia. The language of the Bible makes it clear that it was on 
the opposite shore of the Red Sea: "camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it". (Ex 
14:2) (more on www.bible.ca)

The second is NUWEIBA BEACH (see among others arkdiscovery.com)
on old maps this is actually called Nuwayba' al Muzayyinah 
which means ‘waters of moses’ opening’. There is also a pillar 
here, dating from the era of king solomon which had words 
“death, water, pharoah” inscribed on it. And they found 
ancient bits of chariot on the sea bed. 
but other archaeologists reject this, saying the person who 
discovered it was an amateur and made mistakes.

We do not know where 
for sure.
Yet it was taken as a 
fact throughout the 
Bible including Acts 7:36 
and Hebrews 11:29

Does it matter where?
Did it happen?
What do we learn from it?

READ EXODUS 14:1-31….

it’s a well known story…. but what does it teach us?

try to answer these questions

VERSES 1-4
location, location, location. We can’t say for sure where it was anymore, does that matter?

What was the main purpose of this miracle according to verse 4?
Is that always the main purpose of what God does?

VERSES 5-9
even after all the plagues, pharoah seems to have learnt nothing.
what do you think “god hardened his heart” means? Did pharoah have free will or not?

VERSES 110-12
even after all the plagues, the people seem to have learnt nothing.
is trusting God easy?
share some examples of times when you have seen God change things. does it make it easier to trust 
the next time there is trouble?

VERSES 13-14
….but moses seems sure.
imagine yourself in his shoes. the egyptian army is closing in on you. the sea is blocking your way. 
there is no other route off the beach. the people are getting angry with you.
could you then boldly declare what he did?

VERSES 15-20
God just says “carry on in the direction you have been going, ignore the barrier. demonstrate your 
faith in front of the people and watch me!”
are there times when you sense God is telling you to do something which - if God does not back 
you up - will leave you looking stupid?
Do we find it difficult to be bold for God?

VERSES 21-22
God never accepts us saying “show me, then I’ll believe”. He always wants us to believe based on 
our previous experience of Him.
you could say BELIEVING IS SEAING. Ok, maybe not.

VERSES 23-25
arrogance of the godless. increasingly today people are saying “we want what christians have, 
without the God bit”. 
God will not let mankind defy him. what other bible stories give this message?

VERSES 26-28
No-one can survive without God. This paragraph in some ways illustrates John 14:6 - infact the 
whole chapter, and especially these few verses, give a strong illustration of the ways of salvation 
with God. can you summarise what it teaches?

VERSES 29-31
more than any other, this episode is referred back to later in the O.T. as key for the people of 
israel. what effect do you think it would have had on the israelites as they looked back across the 
sea they had crossed that morning?

write your thoughts and answers to the bible study below
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